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we say infinity, for its exponent ? Who 
would not be a superman — for the sake 
of life itself — if he could? And who, 
after feeling the weight of humanity's 
need, would not be a son of God if he 
might ? Your religious faith will, after 
a few years, be the faith of the multitude, 



if indeed the multitude sees that abund- 
ant life is to be obtained through it by 
the greatness of your life. For your own 
sake, then, and for man's sake — and for 
God's sake — open your mind and heart 
to the greatest faith that it is possible 
for man to bear. 
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REV. W. E. GLANVILLE, PH.D. 
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Was the pillar of cloud by day and of 
fire by night, inseparably associated with 
the wilderness wanderings of the Chil- 
dren of Israel, a natural phenomenon 
or a special miraculous apparition? 
One prefers to regard it as a natural 
phenomenon which suggested itself to 
pious-minded Israelites as the pledge of 
a protecting Providence, even as the 
rainbow became associated in their 
literature with the idea of divine favor. 

With what natural phenomenon can 
the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by 
night be connected? There is only 
one, and that is the zodiacal light. 
Unfortunately, the zodiacal light is 
not familiar to urban dwellers, nor is its 
manifestation conspicuous in temperate 
latitudes. It is particularly a tropical 
phenomenon and an open-country and 
ocean-surface phenomenon, where build- 
ings do not block the view and city 
lights do not create a glare unfavorable 
to astronomical spectacles. In the trop- 
ics that belt of the sky known as the 



zodiac always makes a large angle with 
the horizon, east and west. There, also, 
twilight is of quite brief duration. On 
clear, moonless nights throughout the 
year, as the twilight fades in the evening, 
a pillar of light is seen extending from 
the sunset point toward the zenith, 
increasing in brightness as it nears the 
western horizon. For an hour or longer 
before dawn, along the same zodiac band, 
but this time toward the eastern horizon, 
a similar pillar of light is seen reaching 
down to the point on the horizon where 
later the sun will rise. A friend who has 
observed the zodiacal light for years in 
various parts of the world sent me a 
few months ago the details of his observa- 
tions of the light as he viewed it during" 
a voyage from the East Indies, via Suez, 
to Denmark in February, 1014. The 
weather was perfect during his trip 
through the Red Sea, and his comment 
on the appearance of the light in that 
locality is: "I have never at any time 
seen the zodiacal light as strikingly 
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brilliant. The calm sea reflects the glow 
of the light distinctly." 

Bearing in mind that the light is 
seen in the western sky after sunset and 
in the eastern sky before sunrise, we can 
understand the significance of the chron- 
icler's statement that at night the pillar 
of fire encamped over against the 
Egyptians, that is, to the west of the 
Israelites' camp, like a protecting screen 
between them and their enemies. Early 
in the morning, very early, before 
sunrise, the camp would be astir with 
preparations to renew the march during 
the morning hours, because the ex- 
cessive heat of noon and afternoon 
necessitated rest at that time. And 
there, not in the west, but in the east, 
toward the sunrise, the pillar of cloud 



was seen beckoning them, as it were, to 
resume their march and symbolizing to 
them the divine Presence and protecting 
care. This interpretation of a beauti- 
ful Bible idea is submitted as reasonable 
and true to the appearance of the 
zodiacal light in Arabia. Bearing in 
mind that astronomical references or 
allusions to astronomical phenomena 
are not couched in the Scriptures in the 
precise language of the present-day 
astronomer, but in quite popular phrase- 
ology, I commend this interpretative 
note as well worthy of consideration. 
Should it win acceptance, we shall be 
justified in regarding the Book of Exodus 
as containing the earliest reference in 
all literature to this interesting spectacle 
of the night sky. 



